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Our Spiritual
Journey—
Relationship
with God

 We embark on a journey of growth toward a deeper
relationship with God
 God has given us a roadmap for this journey—8 steps
from faith to love
 From trusting to knowing, then to loving—a path for any
healthy relationships (Eph. 3:17-21)
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Step #1 & 2

 Faith (trusting Jesus)
 God has found us, we can now choose to follow
Him by faith (ill: jungle) Heb. 11:1, 6
 We need to acknowledge God as God
 And we need to surrender to His will

Step #1 & 2

 Faith (trusting Jesus)
 God has found us, we can now choose to follow
Him by faith (ill: jungle) Heb. 11:1, 6
 We need to acknowledge God as God
 And we need to surrender to His will

Step #1 & 2

 Goodness (admiring Jesus)
 It is God’s excellence, not ours (2 Peter 1:3; 1 Peter
2:9)

 Faith (trusting Jesus)
 God has found us, we can now choose to follow
Him by faith (ill: jungle) Heb. 11:1, 6
 We need to acknowledge God as God
 And we need to surrender to His will

Step #1 & 2

 Goodness (admiring Jesus)
 It is God’s excellence, not ours (2 Peter 1:3; 1 Peter
2:9)
 We are amazed by Him, daily experiencing His
goodness (excellence, attributes)
 Behold God’s beauty (Psalm 27:4) and think on it
(Phil 4:8)

 Faith (trusting Jesus)
 God has found us, we can now choose to follow
Him by faith (ill: jungle) Heb. 11:1, 6
 We need to acknowledge God as God
 And we need to surrender to His will

Step #1 & 2

 Goodness (admiring Jesus)
 It is God’s excellence, not ours (2 Peter 1:3; 1 Peter
2:9)
 We are amazed by Him, daily experiencing His
goodness (excellence, attributes)
 Behold God’s beauty (Psalm 27:4) and think on it
(Phil 4:8)
 Without faith we cannot see God’s goodness
(Psalm 27:13)
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Step #3
Knowledge

 There is a danger of complacence when we think
we’ve already known enough about God (ill. Idol)
 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge
(Prov. 9:10; 3:5-6)
 We must commit to read and study the Bible
 We also should objectively learn about God and
ourselves through others (reading)
 Col. 2:3; Phil. 3:7-14; Prov. 9:10
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 This means to put off our old self (flesh) and to put on
the new nature in Christ
1. Self-aware of who we are (1 Thes. 5:6-8)
2. Determine to put our old self to DEATH (Col. 3:5-8)
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Step #4 Selfcontrol

 This means to put off our old self (flesh) and to put on
the new nature in Christ
1. Self-aware of who we are (1 Thes. 5:6-8)
2. Determine to put our old self to DEATH (Col. 3:5-8)
3. Have a action plan (Rom. 12:2; 1 Peter 1:13)

4. Put on (practice) new godly habits in replacement of
the old (Eph. 4:22-24)
 Note: failure is always a possibility. Nevertheless, God’s
mercy is much greater 
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(position: stay under and look up)

 Today English? Stick it out  (stay on course)
 Following Jesus—with hope and joy we steadfastly stay
on course on the journey toward God
 The question is…where are you going If you are not
following Jesus? what possibly is a better path?
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 Sadly, too many of us quit at the first encounter of
difficulties…why would God allows difficulties????
 (Romans 5:1-4) Character is produced by suffering
 (James 1:2-4) the testing of our faith brings
preservation
 Do you notice the similarities? in the same
progression as in 2 Peter chapter 1
 This is also how we learn in general (ill: exams; first
renovation)
 (Matt. 13:5-6, 20-21) Interestingly suffering is
illustrated by sunshine! We all suffer no matter who
we are. It is the ROOT that makes all the
difference—the faith that’s rooted in the
knowledge of God will allow us to endure in trails
through self-control.
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How Do We
Stand fast?

 The more you know God, and as your eye fixed on Him
(acknowledge Him prov. 3:5-6) you may have the joy,
hope, and peace in trails (Romans 8:28) (ill: Jungle)
 Between faith and love, this is where hope fits in

 (John 10:14-16) Do you know Jesus’ voice in your
trouble times? (ill: fog) Stay focus!
 Do you have peace, hope, and joy? If not, let us
examine the first 4 steps again…

 Do you really trust God? and acknowledge God as God?
(faith)
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Conclusion —
A Firm
Foundation

 Is your eye fix on God? or something else? (goodness)
 Do you really know God? What have you learn
recently? (knowledge)
 Are you imitating Jesus daily? or just putting the old
self back on? (self-control)
 The source of our strength to stand firm (Eph. 6:10-11)
is entirely base on these foundations
Trusting Jesus →→ Admiring Jesus →→ Knowing
Jesus →→ Imitating Jesus →→Following Jesus in good
and bad times
 Good news  …and it came to past (Jam. 1:12)

